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intentions towards England, their relations were
not nearly so cordial as they had been during the
Crimean War. The tension, however, was some-
what relieved by Napoleon's gesture in offering
a free passage through France for all British
troops despatched to suppress the Mutiny in India.
This visit was followed by an interview with the
Tsar at Stuttgart.

Notwithstanding all these diplomatic interludes,
the Emperor found time to give attention to in-
ternal problems. His speeches from the throne,
which he himself prepared with the greatest care,
were eagerly awaited and keenly discussed by all
classes throughout the country. The Bank of
France was reorganised and its capital doubled ;
three transatlantic steamship lines were estab-
lished at a cost of fourteen million francs, and a
sum of twelve millions was voted for the farther
improvement of Paris. The verdict of the nation
upon Napoleon's exercise of the power conferred
upon him was reflected in the General Election
of June 1857, when 5,471,888 votes were cast in
favour of the Government candidates as against
571,859 for the opposition. It will be noted that
these figures disclose a reduction of two millions
in the active supporters of the Empire, but this
was probably due to the natural apathy of the
electorate on .relatively unimportant occasions
rather than any growth of opposition to the